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very great reputation and power in the French army, he is bold and
active"; Hyde wrote in May 1652, "In which action [at fitampes] the
Duke of York behaved himself with extraordinary courage and gallantry",
and in December 1653 from Paris, "The Duke of York is returned
hither full of reputation and honour"; and one of Thurloe's spies, a
hostile witness, wrote from Paris in November 1653, "The Duke of
York is much esteemed in the French army". In September 1654
Jermyn wrote to Charles from Paris, in a description of the gallant
feats of both French and English at the relief of Arras:

It is most certain the general officers did all their duties excel-
lently well in their general posts and most undoubtedly none better
than the Duke of York, if any so well.

Bennet wrote from camp at Cateau Cambresis in the following month:

His Royal Highness has an extraordinary esteem and kindness
from this whole country, but most especially here in the army,
where application to learn his profession and his behaviour in it is
everybody's wonder; but I presume you know this already.

Simultaneously Hyde was writing from Cologne :

The Duke of York hath received no wound though in all actions
he hath been so forward that he hath got much honour among the
French and even with the Spaniards.

When in June 1657 James was about to enter the Spanish army,
Ormonde wrote to Hyde:

The Duke of York will take exceedingly in the army, he is brave
and little troublesome as a prince can be.

And Hatton joins this chorus of eulogy with, "The Duke of York is a
most glorious young Prince".

In 1654, when he had served only two years and was still under
twenty-one, James achieved the singular honour of promotion to the
rank of Lieutenant-General; the promotion was no doubt in part due
to his royal birth, but he would not have been promoted if Turenne had
found him incompetent, and we may be confident that he had proved
himself efficient. At the same time it may be noticed that the rank
gives him no certificate of generalship; he was never tested in an in-
dependent command, and all that can be definitely claimed for him is
that he was a dashing cavalry leader and that he could be trusted to
carry out the Marshal's orders exactly and intelligently. A Grub Street
panegyrist of the time of James's return to popularity in Charles's last